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The University of Bern’'s «kMOVE» project,
which is being conducted in collaboration
with the Archaeological Service of the Can-
ton of Bern, is concerned with the inter-
ruption and continuity of settlement activity
at the shores of large lakes (lakeshore sett-
lements), as well as with societal changes
and spatial mobility as resilience capaci-
ties of the populations at the end of the 4th
millennium B.C. In this context, three sites
in Sutz-Lattrigen (Neue Station, Hauptsta-
tion aussen and Kleine Station) on Lake
Biel are being studied and precisely dated
by dendrochronology between 3400 and
2700 BC. This time frame corresponds
to the typo-chronological spheres of the
«Horgen» (fig. 1) and «Luscherz» (fig. 2).
Dendrochronology also allows precise
dating of settlement interruptions, for ex-
ample at Sutz-Lattrigen, Neue Station. The
plan of the piles makes it possible to re-
construct a horizontal stratigraphy becau-
se the occupations are offset from one
another (fig. 3). We can therefore separate
the archaeological material into phases.
This enables us to study the occupations
independently of each other, but also to
compare them in order to identify similari-
ties and differences between them.

Our study focuses on ceramics, stone and
antler tools as well as flints and organic ob-
jects. The ceramics are particularly suitab-
le for the exercise and can give us an indi-
cation of the changes that occurred during
the period being studied. These changes
are particularly visible from a typological
point of view after the long interruption of
the settlement between the Horgen and
Lischerz periods. They are indeed radi-
cal, but is this also the case at the tech-
nological level? Are the production habits
completely different? In what respects?
What about other types of industry? Have
mobility patterns also changed? How is the
resilience of these populations reflected in
these changes? These are all questions
that the MOVE project seeks to answer.

Contact: delphine.schiess@unibe.ch
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Fig. 1: Sutz-Lattrigen, Hauptstation aussen:
Horgen ceramics. Drawings: Marcel Stadel-
mann, Archaeological Service of Bern.

Fig. 2: Sutz-Lattrigen, Neue Station: Liischerz
ceramics. Drawings: Christine Rungger,
Archaeological Service of Bern.
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Fig. 3: Dendrochronological plan of the occupation phases of Sutz-Lattrigen, Neue Station.
Lukas Schérer, Matthias Bolliger and Daniel Marchand, Archaeological Service of Bern.
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